
Roddickton-Bide Arm  

Community Newsletter  

Council Members:  

Mayor  Sheila Fitzgerald 

Deputy Mayor Della DeMoss  

Councillors:  

 Bram Randell 

 Jamie Reardon          

 Kenneth Reid 

 Lynn Ellsworth            

 Marlene Randell    

Staff: 

Town Manager  

 Paula Snook-Randell 

Town Clerk Carrie Compton 

PT Town Clerk/Coordinator 

 Crystal Walsh 

Superintendent of Works 

 Devon Cull 

Maintenance Scott Patey             

  

Business Hours:  

Monday – Friday:    

8:30 am – Noon, 

1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

 

Phone: 709-457-2413                            

Fax: 709-457-2663   

Email:  
roddickton@nf.aibn.com  
 
Website: 
www.roddickton.bidearm.ca 

Skate the Blues Away  

Many people struggle during the winter. Not having a foodbank close, 
there is little support for people who need food and other necessities. 
The Town wanted to do something to help make a difference. After 
some discussion, ‘Skate the Blues Away’ was developed. 
  
The event consisted of a two-hour skate, games, bouncy castle and 
mascots. The admission was a non-perishable food item or hygiene 
product. The Roddickton-Bide Arm Recreation Committee and NP 
Splash Pad committee joined with the Town in serving food, cotton 
candy and Jail and Bail.  
 
Items collected from ‘Skate the Blues Away’ and donations from   
businesses, helped many families.  
 
‘Skate the Blues Away’ was a great success. The afternoon was filled 
with laugher, physical activity and friends gathering to have a chat. It 
was a great way to improve one’s mental health and help those in need 
at the same time. Thank you to all who helped in anyway. 
 
Looking forward to a do over next winter!  
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Fun Facts about NL 

• Mary Brown’s Chicken & 
Taters was founded in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland & 
Labrador in 1969.  

• Moose are not native to 
Newfoundland, but after 
being introduced in 1904, 
today there are more than 
115,000 on the island. 

• Newfoundland did not join 
Canada until 1949, through 
a referendum victory at just 
52.3%. 

• In the 1950s, Gander,    
Newfoundland was the 
world’s busiest airport. 

• 22 species of whales live in 
the waters around the prov-
ince. 

If you like to learn more fun fact 
visit  https:/
marybrowns.com/2019/04/16/
did-you-know-fun-facts-about-
newfoundland-Labrador/  

Residents should now be in receipt of their 2020 tax invoices.  A 

10 % discount will be applied to residential property tax and    

water/sewer tax if taxes, including garbage fee, are paid in full on 

or before April 30, 2020. Businesses receive a 5% discount on the 

same along with a business tax if paid in full on or before April 30, 

2020.  Discounts are not available when paying by Visa or         

Mastercard. All 2020 taxes are overdue as of July 1, 2020.  Interest 

will be applied beginning on July 1, 2020 to unpaid taxes. 

To assist residents with payments, the town will accept post      

dated cheques, Visa or Mastercard monthly payments plans, and 

for the first time is offering interest free payment plans up to     

December 31, 2020.  Stipulations apply. Please contact the town 

office for more information. 

The Town depends on taxes in order to operate and provide          

essential and non-essential services to our residents.  Action is/

has been taken and continues on accounts overdue prior to 2020. 

Some actions include water shut offs, third party collections and 

court action.  As per policy, those who have defaulted on previous 

agreements will not have water shut off during winter months but 

may see themselves subject to third party collection or court    

action.  

Believe you can and you’re halfway there. – Theodore Roosevelt  

2020 Taxes Due! 

We have some exciting news to share:     

we have a new website! 

 

The website address remains the same:            

roddicton.bidearm.ca but it has been updated 

and more content will be added. 

One of the new  features is a section to subscribe 

to the Town newsletter. By subscribing, you will 

receive update Information via email. All you 

need to do is visit the site, enter  your email ad-

dress and hit sign in. 

 

We welcome your suggestions on any content 

you would like to see on the website.  
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Daylight Saving Time  

 

It’s time once again to set 
those clocks ahead an 
hour before going to 
sleep Saturday, March 9 
or once you wake up   
Sunday morning. 

We lose an hour of sleep 
while gaining an extra 
hour of evening sunlight 
as we “spring forward.” 

It is also recommended to 
change the batteries in 
smoke or carbon  
detectors whenever we 
set our clock back forth 
every six months.  

Job Creation Program (JCP) and Community Employment       

Enhancement Program (CEEP) 2019 

We would like to take this opportunity 

to thank the Government of          

Newfoundland and Labrador, Minister 

Mitchelmore,  and those who worked 

on the JCP and CEEP in the fall of 2019 

and winter 2020. Both projects were 

very successful. The RBA Fire Hall    

under went exterior renovations with new siding, windows, and 

doors. Armistice Park trail seen upgrades to the trail and  boardwalk.  

Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program 

The Town has received funding on continued work in the               

Roddickton pump house. Funding in the amount of $ 207,000 will be 

cost shared with 40% federal contribution, 50% provincial              

contribution and 10% being contributed by the Town.  Work will   

include replacement of the chlorination system, pump system and 

piping modifications. 

Canada Day Celebrations 2020 

Discussions are underway for this years Canada Day celebration. The 

town is pleased to announce we have received $4000 from Canadian 

Heritage to help offset costs of the event. If you have any                

suggestions for entertainment or would like to help, please contact 

the town via email at roddickton@nf.aibn.com. 

Community Health Living Grant 

The Town is pleased to have received funding to continue programs 

at the area.  Josephine Reid was hired to building on drills and       

programming. The same funding will allow us to hire an individual 

this summer to oversee recreation activities in the community and 

purchase new games.  
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Applications in Process  
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Municipal Capital Works 2020 

The Town has applied for municipal capital works project to replace and relocate the sewer septic tank 

located on Circular Drive. The project will improve reliability, increase capacity, and mitigate negative 

environmental impacts . The cost of the project is approximately $ 645,000 and , if approved, will be cost 

shared 90/10 with the Government. 10% will be the Town’s portion.  This is the last phase of a three part 

project which involved upgrades to lift stations and outfall replacement.  

 

 

The Town of Roddickton-Bide Arm is a member of the Joint Council of the 

Northern Peninsula East and has partnered with the Town of Englee,  

Main Brook , and Conche to apply to the Federation of  Canadian          

Municipalities (FCM) to advance our asset management program. Our 

initial application was denied due to limited funding  but is now being   

reconsidered since more funding became available. The purpose of this 

project is to prepare an inventory of our infrastructure and present it in 

GIS form ( GIS is a system designed to capture, store, and present  data) 

and develop reports showing current condition, life expectancy and estimated replacement cost. This 

will enable better long term municipal planning  which will create a stronger  sustainable community for   

future  generations. The total cost for the Roddickton-Bide Arm Portion of this project  is $43,000.00 If             

approved, 80% being funded by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities leaving the town responsible 

for $8,600.00. We are hopeful this grant will be approved.  

 

Other Funding Opportunities 

The Town is always researching funding opportunities to alleviate the burden to its residents.               

Applications have been submitted to Student Summer Employment and Canada Summer Jobs to hire 

individuals/students for summer positions including, to run the Kid’s Summer Recreation Program, work 

as museum attendants at both the Green Moose Interpretation Centre and Ashton House, Armistice 

Park Guide, Lifeguard, and Pool Clerk .  The lifeguard/instructor position is difficult to fill. If you are       

interested in becoming a lifeguard, please contact the town office to discuss how the town can help. 

Other Job opportunities will be posted at a later date.  

 



“Riches are not from an abundance of worldly good but from a contented mind.”  
Prophet Muhammad  
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March 10 - Regular Council Meeting 

 

March 14 - Kid’s Hockey Tournament (If inclement weather, the     

tournament will be rescheduled for March 21st) 

 

March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 

 

April  10 - Good Friday (The Town office will be closed) 

 

April 14 - Regular Council Meeting 

 

April 21 - Volunteer Night 

 

May 10 - Mother’s Day 

 

May 18 - Victoria Day (The Town office will be closed) 

The Town Council and staff have been working diligently to keep up to date on any changes in          

regulations and new grant opportunities by taking part in conventions and learning sessions.  Doing 

so, may take us away from the office but rest assured the benefits out weigh the cost. Recently, Dev-

on, the Superintendent of Works, received his certificate in Level 1 Distribution System Operator. All      

employees completed training in Ammonia, Freon, and Carbon Monoxide. As well Paula, the Town 

Manager, and Carrie, the Town Clerk, completed core program studies with the PMA. This included 

modules in roles/responsibilities/relationships, municipal office administration, cash handling/

budgeting/financial evaluations, municipal accounting and municipal planning.  The Town Manger has 

also completed 2 out 3 courses in the advanced core program, basic emergency management and    

incident command systems 100 training.  

 

A number of Staff and Councillors have participated in PMA and MNL conventions and regional 

meetings, attended seminars/training in; council orientation, conflict of interest, land use planning, 

ATIPPA, budgeting, municipal assessments, public tender act and regulations, municipal legislation, 

municipal asset management, mastering difficult conversations, respectfully workplace and              

harassment, proposal writing, H & S, First Aid, asset management, municipal tourism and recreation 

master planning and wastewater distribution systems. 



 

 

 Our page on Facebook called the “Town of Roddickton-Bide Arm”  and webpage 

www.roddickton.bidearm.ca are our source of online/social media communication. 

Please “like” and “share!”  the page to get up to date information first. 

 Any concerns that you wish to have addressed must be put in writing including a date and 

signature in order to be presented to a council committee or council.  

 Regular meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month starting at 7:00 pm. Any 

changes to this schedule will be post on social media.   

 Several committees, RBA Recreation, RBA Community Enhancement (formally RBA       

Harbour Authority), and GNP Splash Pad Committee, are just a few in our community are 

in need of volunteers. Any amount of time would be appreciated. Please consider joining 

and step forward. If you would like more information contact the Town office. There is 

strength in numbers!  

 

Do you know the meaning of the following  NL Words of 

Phrases: 

1. Angishore                                  4. Blinker, Blinker  

2. 'ow she cuttin dere by'e            5. wus ya born on a raff?  

3.  God bless your cotton socks'  6.  Like a smack in the da mout 

Answers: 

1.a weak miserable person   2.  How are you??   3. Thank You  

4. sound your vehicle signal lights make  5. Are you stupid?, meaning " 

Was ya born on a raft, Close the door, it's cold"  6. When something fits 

well 


